In supportof the Medicaid program and the Governor’s r‘ecom'mendatiOns Bl

Mr. Chalrman and Members of the Subcommrttee |am Joan Taylor I represent -

 Children's Disability Services, five community based programs that provide

services in every county in Montana. Members include: DEAP in Miles Clty, Ha- e

Line Home Programs in Glasgow, Step in Billings, Quality Llfe Conceptsin e

Bozeman, Family Outreach in Helena and CDC in Mlssoula These reglonal servace

> providers offer a wide- range of Medicaid funded servuces to chrldren and thelr
famlhes across the State of Montana Siigne e e

o appear before you today in support of the Medlcald budget recommended by

= the Governor

: Over 318 Montana chrldren are recervmg mtensrve servrces through the Medncald
- waivers lncludlng the Chlldren s Walver Servrce, (CWS) and the Ch|ldren S Autrsm

oy ‘Waiver, (CAW)

. famlhes would have the economrc resources to meet the needs of therr Chlld or -

noh ;chlld wrthout the resources necessary to meet medlcal needs Chis

Wrthout these Medlcald servrces many of these chlldren would be in more
restrictive and costly placements Some chlldren currently in foster care recelvmg
“these Medlcald servnces came from out of state mstrtutrons or group homes

- Children recewmg servrces make huge gains and many in the autlsm warver wrll
- not be ehglble for servrces after the three year mterventlon -

' Wlthout the help of Medlcard and Medlcald warver servrces few Montana -

;'chlldren with dlsabllltles Even wuth insurance, the co-pay. and deductlble costs
; can ba nkrupt famrlles 1tis not unusual for famlhes wnth total insurance capped
amounts to have thelr chrld reach hmrts before they are teenagers Ieavmg the

, The |mpact of Medlcald servrces for chlldren wrth dlsablhtres |s rmmeasurable and k .
o fprevents much more costly and restrlctlve alternatrves e

' These are the Medrcard facts, Mr Charrman Now Iwould I|ke to lntroduce.luhe '
Van Vliek and she wrll tell you her personal story about what a dufference : g,jﬁ CE
1 Medlcald funded servrces meant to her ch||d and her famlly Thank you i




